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HEAIQUARTLR EIGHTH ARMY
P - ‘United States Army , :
: Offlce of the Staff Jucge Acvocate

Xokobeme,eJapan
-1 February 194¢

- UNITEI- STATLS OF AWRAICA V‘T?TVJT HIRANO

Review of the ¢ staff Jucge onocste

1. The ﬂttﬂcheo record of trﬁﬂl of the case of Tenji P1reno
at Yokobama, Japan, from 7 April 1948 to 1S April 1948 by.a Military
Commission appointed by paragraph 2, Specisl Crcers Vo, £, Head- !
oucrters Eighth Army, dated 1 April 1048 heving been referréd to
tre ftaff Judge Advocate, this review thereof is- subm:tte@ to. the

' Command1ng Genernl
) ‘  Personal Data COncerning,Accused

NAME: Kenji Firano : TATE OF CCNFINEMENT: 28 November

AGE: 29 ' 1947 .
REFITENCE: Caitame-Ken, Kita- TATE OF AREAIGNMENT: 7 April 1948
Lait?ma~0uns Fawamata-Mura PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokobama, Japan
Qaza Inago l Banchi PERIOI OF TRIAL: 7 to 19 April
MARITAL FTATU Married 1948 :
RELATIVEE Wlfe, daughter, DATE CF SENTEVCE: 19 April 1948

fether, ‘mother. - ' C¢ENTENCE: CEL for life
ETUCATION‘ Keio University, CLEVENCY PECOMVENLET BY COMMIS-
‘Medics1l College Graduate : €ION: No

TOCATION: . Surgeon

MILITARY CAREER: 1 yr. in thev
Imper1a1 Japanese. Army. .
nghest rank atteined, 1st
Lt I'emobilized~-30 Nov 1945
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2. CSynopsis of Ckerges, Plees, Findings and Legal Sfufficiency:

, ' 5 Legally
Charge snd Specifications Pleas Findings  Sustained
Chargé' Accused during a - NG .G " Yes

time of war between the United
Sftates. of America, its Allies
and Tependencies, and Janan,
cid violate the Laws and Cus- .
toms of War. ¥

cp 1' On or about 19 March NG NG ~—-
- 1945, accused@ did unlawfully "
~fail to discharge his duty by
feiling5 neglecting ancé¢ re-
. fusing to provide Jack D. Krone,
- a wounded American. POW, with
_ available medicines, medical
care and attention, and hos-
Dltalizatlon, thereby accentuat- .
~ing the nain, sufferlng and mlsery
of said P@w. '
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8p 2:  On or about 20 Mareh - MG - PN . T Yes
1945, ‘accused ¢id willfully ' :

and unlawfully kill Jack T

Krone, an American POW, . by-

%njecting,pbisdn;into{the¢§aid_

€p 3: On or azbout 20 April = NG G Yes
1945, accused di¢ willfully = .

and unlawfully kill William .

Henry Osborn, an American . .

POW, by injecting poison in- -

to =ald POW. T Gy o

3. funmary of the Evidence

a. For the Proségﬁﬁibn

s , General: The aeccuse¢ was icentified as Fenji Firano,
ad first lieutenant in the Medical Corps of the Japenese Army, ,
assigned to the Eastern Listrict Army liedical Section between

11 February 1945 and 30 November 1945. (Ex 10, R C,46, 77-81) .-

- As to §Q§9;iicatiog l1: Not Guilty.

As to fpecifications 2 and 13

LB (1) Corporal Jaek I. Krone, sn American air crewmsn,.
was reported missing in action over Tokyo on March 10, 1945 (Bx 13,
fince being reported missing in eetion, he ho¢ not been returned

to the United States alive (R 57, 58). Pursvent to instructions

for the handling of downed airmen (Ex 9, p 2), Corporel Krone wes

imprisoned at the Tokyo Kempei Toi Headcuarters (R 10, 43, Ex 6

-and 11), He was siffering from severe burns and his body was eov-
ered with scabs:and. pus, which gave off = vile odor (R 43, Ex 6,
B',.lO).‘ (T T, ’ - ' e

19 ~Tue to Krone's serious physical concition, Sgt.

- Yanagizawa of the Kemnei Tai called the Rostern Iistrict Army Staff
Cection and requested a doctor be sent to sdminister treatment and
hospitalization (Ex 6). ¢€gt. Matsumoto of the Army Staff Section
received this call ané stated to Yanagizawa, "It would be well to .
dispose of him in the same manner usec previously." (referring to
the Mareh 10th incident) ~ (R 24, 48, Ix 6)., Yanogizawa, without

henging up the phone, reported the call to Lt. Motokswe (R 24, Ix 6),
who took over the conversation (R 24) 2nd was told by fgt. Metsu-
moto that he .(Matsumoto) had been orcdered by Staff. Officer Ichinohe
of the Eastern District Army Opersations Devertment to convey to
the Kempel Tai thrt since. it was impossible to hospitalize the crew
‘member in gquestidn, why not .execute him at the Foreign Language |
ferool, as had been cone in the previous incicdent of Merch 10th .

(R 48, Ex 8, p 1). Lt. Motokawa reporte¢ this cell to his suver-
lors, as reguested by letsumoto, =nd was acdvised by them to call
Eastern T'istrict Army Feedoucrters and refuse their suggestion

(Ex 8). Lt. Motokawa called lirtsumoto ané trensmitted his suveri-
ors! decision concerning the flier and l'atsumoto told him thet he
would pass that decision on to the steff officer (Ex 8). Nothing )
further was hesrd from the Operrtions Iepartment of the Eastern
Tistrict Army Herdouarters (Ex 8). Yo cdoctor came tret ¢y nor

di¢ one come within two or three days (Lx 6). f‘ometime before mic-

- night of 19 Mey 1945, Kempei.Tai cuty officer called the Army Medi-

-+ cal Sfection, reouesting 2 Qoctor be sent to treat 2 seriously in-. .

. Jured flier (R 23, Ex 6, 8). °‘Lt. Fireno, the accusec, wes the cduty

(p 2 of 12, Hirano; Cese No, 295)
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officer ot the Army Medical Ffection and received this call (Ex 10).
- After receiving this call, Lt. Hirano immecictély went to the .
cell block in the Kempei Tai Headouarters snc founé sn American
;flier suffering from second and third degree burns all over his
“body., His pulse was feeble but he was conscious enough to give. .
his name (Fx 10). Hireno treated the patient and returnec¢ to -
his headocuarters (Ex 10). The next day, March 20, at. #bout 1300,
‘enother call ceme from the Kempei Tai recvesting a doctor to treat
a patient (Ex 6 and 10). Hirano was again sent on this call.
Upon his arrival at the Kempei Tai Heacouarters, he stated thet
2ie met the person in charge of the Counter Espionage Cection
who, in company with some enliste@ men, carried him to th& cell -
he had visited the night before (Fx 10), It. Notokawa stotes
‘that Hireno came to his headguarters snd was talking to fgt.
Yansgizawa when he (Motokawa) came in the office (Ex 6, p 23 8,
p 3). Hirano told him that Eastern listrict Army Heacdquarters
decided to take over the crew member and thet they would use an -
injection and that he (Hirano) hed brought some mornhine with
him (Ex 8, p 3). Lt. Motokawa did not sgree with Hirano. EKirano
sald,. "After receiving charge of the crewmen 1 will o it ancd I :
have received orders from the authorities concerning this matter."
(Ex 8, p 4). According to Firano, he hed consulted Cept. Sonobe
- (Bx 8, p 4). Lt. Motokawa, after his conversation with Hireno,
sought the advice of his superior, Lt. Col. T'osaka, who after
conferring with the Commender, Colonel Oteni, cdvised lotokawa
to turn the prisorer over and orcered that someone shoulé witness
-the transfer (Ex 8, p 4). It, Motokaws then instructed cgt..
Yanagizawa to turn the prisorer over to Fireno (R 56, Ex 6, p 23
Ex 8, p 4)., Yanagizawa, witk some enlisted men, took Eirano
to the cell block (Fx 6, p 2). The notient was transferred to
en adjoining empty room (Ex €, 8, 10). Te was in a dezed condi-
tion and his pulse was feeble. From his vhysicel conCition, it
8id not look like he would live very long (Ex 10). To ease the
. patient's suffering, Hirano gave him two injections of mornhine
(Ex 8, 10, R 52). A little while after administering the mor-
phine, someone in the Kempei Tai (Hirano thought it wes an officer)
said, "Please kill him right away., It would be better to end :
this matter guickly. Give him potassium cyanicde! (Ex 10).
Motokawa stated that it was not he who gave such an order nor
816 he hear such =n order given by anyone else (R 48, 49).
2otassium cyanide was obtained from the Fempei Tai dispensary.
Motokawa stated that at the reouest of Fireno he went to the
- dispensary anc obtained the potassium cyanice (R 52, 55, 56, Ex
6, 8). Hirano stated that an enlisted man brrught it (Ex 10).
Hireno injected the poison into.the bocv of Jack I'. Krone, kill=-
ing him immedintely (Ex 6, 8, 10, R 26)., Firano was then told
to meke out a2 death certificate. FEe obtained F¥rone's full name
and advised the Kemwei Tai that he wouvlcd make out r death certi-
ficete later anc returned to the ecdicel fection (Ex 10). Firsno
notified his heedouarters of the derth of Krone but ¢id not state
that he had administered poison =nc¢ thet Krone had died =s a re-
sult théreof (Ex ). Two or three ceys later, Firano furnished
Sgt. Kobayashi with a piece of psper on wrich wes written the
name of Jack I'. Krone (Ex 10, 11, R 83). ¢gt. Fobnyashi mede
out the death certificete on Krone =né pursuent to instruvctions
from Hirano wrote in the space "Cause of Tecth"--fecond and third
Cegree burns (R 83, 84, Ex 10, 11). Eireno offixed his signeture-
and seal to the death certificate (Ex 10, 11). - N

, . (2) .€gt. William H, Osborne, =n Americen air crew-
men, wes reported missing in action over Tokyo on 2 April 1945

(Ex 2)., fince being reported missing in ~ction he hes not been
returned to the United States alive (R 57, 58). 1In the latter

part of. April 1945, Fgt. Osborne along with other Americen fliers
was imprisone¢ st ‘the Tokyo Kempei Tai Heaccuarters (Ex 4). Os- .
borne wes shot down .over Tokyo on.2 April 1945 end sufferec severe
burns to his lower extremities 2nd up until 16 &Anril h~d received
no medical attention whatsoever anc wes in o cying confition (Ex 4).

(p 3 of 12, Hirano, Case Yo. 295)
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